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Technology Training Starts Early

Partners Plan Centers for Teaching Computer Skills to Children

By Yuxa Nocuam:
Washingron Post Seaff Writer

Reginald G. Daniel grew up in the in-
ner city of Milwaukee,
most

whmehem
kids had to ch

a life of
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and there weren't any

lacked money,
classes about technology.

Daniel was 20 before he first saw a

always
finity for technology,” he said, but he
might never have realized it if he hadn't
hadlhedmwhnkcrmlhﬂlem-

Damel, naw-lﬂandpmssdentand

chief executive of Scientific
Solutions Inc. in Annapolis Junction, is
Marcus

teaming with

Johnson—a promi-

congregal
‘Those facilities will have about 15 com-
puters, and Daniel’s company will train

in hasic

computer
skills so they can, in turn, teach the chil-
dren. Itwi!lbeupm!othegeneralpuhl*w.
parents will be able to

and children and

has heen wurldng with a personal com-
2, Johnson and Daniel
mthplmthmmtcmmm&m

Beltway and plan to do so as resources

across the country.

be involved in family life and
life at every age,” said Jack Morris,
er and pastor at

and computers are available, Johnson
said.

get national play on smooth jazz stations
“I's my feeling that the church should

found-

the nondenominational
Largo Church. “The church
community i a public commumity,” and

call in and reserve

said Dan-
iel, whose 3yearold daughter, Regina,
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Planning for an Early Start on Technology Training

COMPUTERS, From Page 5

the public computer center will help
it fill that role, he said.
Joseph Gilmore Jr., ﬂle amlm.l'll

center i expected to be up and run-
ning by the'end of the year. It will
bo!mr the church’s existing

center “is

said.
Johnson, 28, grew up in Silver
E‘q;rmgmdimahﬁmrmlswﬁnm

ce them on a profes-
slonal label. He sees his nonprofit

at the Bowie Golf & Country Club,
where the two played golf. “We just
started talking and vibing, andl one
thing that we saw was that we're
bothﬁﬁcmsledinimkingadiﬂer\-
ence,” said Johnson, who started a
naupmﬁt in 1998 called the Afro-
Graduate

munities in the District and Silver
ing.
Their friendship led to a decision

access, compared wi
32.4 percent of whites and 12.9 per-
cent of Hispanics.
“1 thirlk we have a save-the-world

Mitchellville, Evenmully they want
the project to go national and are en-
listing partnerships and in-kind sup-
port from “"mostly majority busi-
nesses that are interested in the
assurance that there will be
ees for them in the future,” he said.
Daniel, who quit the military in
1983 and then received a BS in com-
puter science at night school at the
University of Maryland University
College, said he soon was hooked. “1
quickly became a geek," he said,
even going so far as taping his eye-
glasses when they broke. After a six-
year stint as a systems analyst at the

computer engineering firm Cray Re-
search Inc. (“famous amongst
geeks™), he worked on the business
side of computer technology at Sil-
icon Graphics Inc. and got an MBA
fram Loyola College in Baltimore in

1996,
In 1996, he and three others in-

corporated SES, a private company
that does computer consulting and

graphics simulation for high-tech op-
erations in the military, in medicine
and with engineering firms. The
company now employs 80, and reve-
nue this year will reach §12 million,
w&m will be very popular,”
eve it very
Daniel said. He plans to start a non-
profit group to work full time on de-

veloping the computer training cern-

ters. “Alot of my people [at SES] are
looking forward to giving back to
the community,” he said.

Johnson measures success in a va-
riety of ways: “If I see a kid come in
with a smile on his face, that's one
level of success. When 1 see comput-
er learning centers in 15 to 20 com-
mumities, that's another measure of
success,” he said.
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